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I hope this letter finds you and your families safe and healthy. The purpose of this communication is to provide a 
summary of our health metrics for the month of January and to announce information regarding increasing in-
person learning opportunities for our middle school students.  
 
Summary of Health Metrics January 1- January 29 
69 students tested positive for COVID-19 
18 staff members tested positive for COVID-19 
57 students were required to quarantine due to potential exposure at school 
9 staff members were required to quarantine due to potential exposure at school 
 
While we saw a post-holiday spike in cases during the month of January, our health department reports that we 
still have yet to see transmission of COVID-19 occurring in schools. This is evidenced by the lack of positive cases 
that occur within our quarantined populations. In other words, students who were potentially exposed at school, 
and quarantined as a result, did not later test positive. Given the absence of positive test results following a 
potential exposure at school, our health department is confident that transmission is not occurring in schools. We 
must remain committed to our mitigation strategies, however, to ensure that this continues to be the case.  
 
It may be useful to know that positive case rates among distance learners are proportionally the same as positive 
case rates for in-person students. I made the decision at the start of school to include distance learners (or students 
who had not been in school for other reasons) in my reporting of positive cases to families. There is value in parents 
understanding the prevalence of cases among school-aged children regardless of whether they have been in school. 
Understanding community spread is important for parents as they make decisions about their children’s social 
activities outside of school, which in turn impacts school operations.  
 
Currently, we are concerned that isolation fatigue is causing some parents to let their guard down when it comes 
to allowing activities outside of school. Please to continue to be vigilant. We recognize it is extremely difficult. We 
understand that our kids are missing social gatherings, play dates, and sleepovers…but we have also seen the 
consequences when children and adults let their guard down. Our schools are open and operating safely because 
of the remarkable cooperation of students, staff and families. Thank you for your continued support! 
 
Increased Opportunity for In-person Instruction at Timothy Edwards Middle School 
 
As mentioned in previous letters, secondary schools present different challenges when it comes to social 
distancing, cohorting, contact tracing, and quarantining. This is the reason our middle and high schools currently 
operate using a hybrid model, opposed to our elementary schools where students have the opportunity to engage 
in in-person learning five days a week. Overall, older students are better equipped to handle the challenges 
associated with distance learning and have developed the independence and perseverance needed to succeed in 
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the distance learning environment. Yet, we know that students of all ages are best served by learning in school 
when it can be done safely.   
 
You may recall that we recently assessed interest among high school families in attending in-person classes five 
days a week. Many families chose to remain in full distance learning. The majority of hybrid learners chose to 
remain in hybrid, but we did receive feedback that there were a number of families ready to commit to in-person 
learning five days a week. Based on the limited number of requests, we were able to accommodate all requests 
while still maintaining fidelity to our mitigation strategies. Specifically, 140 students in grades 9-12 have now made 
a commitment to attend five days a week.  
 
Now that we have assessed the high school’s capacity, we are ready to assess our capacity for offering in-person 
instruction five days a week to those Timothy Edwards families seeking that opportunity. Currently, a significant 
number of middle school families are choosing distance learning. We also believe that many middle school families 
are comfortable with, and will continue to choose, the hybrid model as it offers a combination of in-person and at-
home learning, while minimizing potential exposure or likelihood of quarantining. Because of this, we anticipate 
the middle school, like the high school, will have the capacity to offer in-person instruction five days a week for 
those families who feel their child needs access to this opportunity and are willing to commit to attending in-person 
five days a week.  
 
In a follow-up letter from Principal Morgan-Hostetler, middle school families will receive more detailed information 
and log-in instructions for accessing Power School as the vehicle for communicating interest in, and a commitment 
to, in-person learning five days a week. To be clear, the purpose of the registration form is to assess our capacity. 
If demand exceeds our ability to run schools safely and would undermine the mitigation strategies in place, we will 
not be able to offer this opportunity. However, based on the number of distance learners and hybrid learners, we 
felt it was worthwhile to explore whether there is a safe way to better meet the needs of more middle school 
students and families.  If capacity allows, the start date for the middle school would be Monday, February 22. 
 
Thank you for your continued partnership and patience as we continually try to improve the instructional model 
throughout this unprecedented school year.  

 
Kate Carter, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


